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“ ALpERsEY Braxp”
CoXnENSED MK
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Order for trlal i your ewn hawe tne * Automatio” or * No
» gawing machin-. Never mind if you have one of
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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.
Forricy.—~Healy and Walsh have been acqnitted
fo Ireland of the charge of intimidation; tie
PBritish Goverzment is preparing a land hilk
e—— Josiah Caldwell, a Loudon railway con-
tractor, hns failea, with Jialobitics amounting
to  §2,500,000, = Senialor  Buoncompngni,
the Italian autbor and serentist, and the Eurl of
Orawford are dead, === The sucoess ot the Pan-
ama Caval enterprise in Paris is declared to be
enormons. == Mipister Lowell spoke at the Lon-
don civie banguet to Goneral Hoberts lust evening,
DoMEsSTe.—A mass-mecting bus been held ot
Culdwell, Kan., in faver of the Oklaboma raid.
e——— The State debt of Missouri is found to be
816.200,000. ar. Waller spoke for the
prosecution 1 the Dortree wurder trial yesterday,
= Mr, Schurz is to wuke 8t Lonis lns home

when bhe leaves office, == The bLearmg of
the motion  for the rewoval of D.
E.  Chafice from the Bprugne  trostee-
ship has been postponed. =——— The “Connemarn

Colony " is reported to be 1o great distres
Rarah Bernbardt narowly  escaped  ben
while play g o Beston, === The Nutional Boa
of Trade mot in Washington, =——= The subjoct of
dizenses in Americson foim aniwals was considered
by a Congressional commitice

Coxaurss,—The Poolic Education Wil was de-
Dated in the Seuate 3 o lively discnssion tock place
on a bill to pay a elnim for services in *Knnsas, 1n
1855 ; Mr. Pendleton introduced a billin regard to
politsenl assesaments wni civil service examiig-
tions. In the Hounse the 101 wos passed grant-
fng a peusion to the widow of President Tvler; the
Fortificotions bill was. debuted and passed 3 u bill
was reported makmg an sppropristion for the im-
provement of the Mississipp River,

Cr1y axp sunveBax.—The ball last night at the
new armory of the Tth Regiment was very snccess-
ful. =——= The removal of subordinates in some of
the city departments was begun yesterday.
Beidenberg & Co.. manufacturers of cigars, made
an assigoment; their linbiline® are 500,000,
—— Heveral persons  interestod in the
Waorld's Fair visited the site at Inwood. The
Rev. Dr. J. A, Paddock was consecrated Bishop of
Washington Territory in Brooklyn, =—= The com
sission lours on the elevated roads will bo ex-
tended on Monday. George Tieknor Curtis
Lias written u letter on the control of railroads i re-
Ply to ex-Judge Black.==— Gold value of the legnul-
tender silver dollar (4121 grilns) 87.00 cents,
Biooks active, higher and excited, closing strovg,

Tue WeaTiur.~=TripUsk local observations in-
dicate clear or partly clondy weather, with shght
changes in temperature,  Thermometer yesterdoy
Mighest, 357 lowest, 4% average, 30787

Controller Campbell has begun the work of
putting the Finance Department on a buriness
‘basis, aud a fow men who did more work for
Tammany than for the city have been dropped.

et N

Mr. George Ticknor Curtis has written a
eply to Judge Bluck’s recent letter upon
Government regulation of railioad rates. The
‘more important *portions of Mr, Curtis’s letter

are printed vlsewhere,
— - =

The outgoing steam-rs yesterday carried
159,900 letters. This is the largest number
ever sent out in one day., Both the domes-
gic atd foreign mails show a steady and
marked increase, which taxes the facilities of
the Post Oflice to the utmost.

- —
It was time for the penodical reminder that
the Democratic party learns nothing and for-
gets notbivg. Scvutor Vest tumnished it yes-
terday in the chouste remark that John Brown
was an “* old scoundrel,” * whose crimes bad
" heen justly expiated by his public execu-
“ gion.”
o= e
Speaker Randall yesterday gave the mem-
bers of the House the pleasing guarantee that
pot even their grandchildren wounld see a for-
gign power attacking the harbor of New-
York. Perhaps not.  If not, it may be be-
cause by the help of Speaker Randall’s “ econ-
omy” some foreign power will have cap-
tured it long before!

S —

Mr. Pendleton has introduced the flercest
RNeform measure of all. He would render it a
misdemeanor for an officelolder to make even
& voluniary political subsenption, and a wis-
demeanor for auy oue to solicit 4 subseription
from an ofliceliolder, and invalidates the con-

‘tract of auy contractor who shall dare to

make one. The Demoerntic party is undeni-
sick, and its anxiety to {wn wonk is
to hold.

\ ——
 The commission hours on the elevated roads

will be lengthened, beginning next Monday,
by one hour both in the morning and evening.
The change 18 in the right direction. The
old restriction of the five-cent fare in the
morning to phesengers between half-past
five and half-past seveu o'clock, was an ab-
surdity, becanse a large proportion of the
downtown movewent takes place after that
hour. The extension to half-past eight o'clock
wakes a rational division of time,

el .

The report of the Judiciary Committee of
the Bar Association, on the suggestion re-
ferred to it Tuesday evening to abolish the
Superior Court and Court of Common Pleas,
and transfer their Judges to the Supreme
Court, will be looked for with interest. There
are indications of a growing sentiment that
the machinery of Justice in this city is eum-
brous and antiquated, moving with too muny
hitches and delays and at too beavy ex-

pense.

e

The changes in the City Departments are
likely to Lrirg to light some unpleasant facts.
Already there are vevelations in the Excise
Office, which in Tammany hands was one of
the most corrupt of close corporations. OF
the appropriation intended to last uutil next
May, almost five-sixths have been spent, al-
though neatly half of the fiscal year yet re-
maing. The Tammany Commisgioners, donubt-
less, expected a “ transfer of an unexpended
balance” to get them out of the scrape.
More than a score of inspectors anid the
counsel of the Board have now been sns-
pended. No one will regret their loss if the

suspension is endless,
—_—— ——

If the action of the Bar Association in con-
demmning the heavy campaign assessmenis
upon  judieial candidates  should have the
effect of discouraging or breaking up the
practice, it wounld end a grave public seandal,
It is only in exeeptional eases that lawyers
con command the sams which are required of
them by politienl organizations, without plac-
ing themselves under obligations which must
Lamper them in the discharge of their duties,
But leaving this  consideration  entirely
out of the question, it is demor-
alizing, to say the least, to have
juticial positions put up to the highest
Lidder, for this is what it amounts to when
the lawyer who is fit for the place may not
be able to get a nowination because he ean-
not pay the assessment, and the lawyer who
is not fit may be taken in lns stead. Mr.
Dormun B. Eaton suggests a law waking such
assessments impossible, I such a law should be
made and afterwards evaded, the advocates of
an appointive judiciary would bave a strong
aretment put into their hands, With appointed
Judges, there wounld surely be an end of as-

BUSsInenta,
—_———

&enator Brown, of Georgin, made his fivst
speech yesterday sinee lis election, and dis-
cloged hmsel! as a Southerner who *apeils
“opieer! with one g This was to have
been expected of a man with his past afliliz-
tiong and record, tut o Demoeratic Senator
from the Seath who uses less than twe g's is
none the less a novelty, He spoke upon the
bl devoting a portion  of the  procecds
of public lands to public education, the
money being distributed through the States
in proportion fo the rate of illiterney.  Leav-
ing the bill and his views upon it oul of the
question, Dis speech was notable for tee
friendly spirit it showe:l toward the black
race. It spoke with admiration of their self-
control in their new condition, and practieally
admitring that they were often cheated oul
of their votes, areuned that there  would
be far le-s danger of tiis if they were
edneated. It is fair to presuime that Senator
Brown will be an exception to the Democratie
lerd fromn the Sooth, oot only in his views
but in his votes. As to the Lill, it mnse be
said that its advoeares bave not shown yet nuy
regson for passivg it which has nor been urged
belore, and all of them combincd do pot evers
come the constitutionn] and prodential objee-
wous Lo M.

THE PUNIMNG BILL AND THE CUZRENCY

Congress has at lest reached the most -
portunt matter that ean coms hefore it for au-
tion this year. The funding Wl reported fiom
the Comumitiee on Ways and Means does not
aceord with Sceretary Sherman’s recommeonda-
Lions in sole TUSpects, bat there 18 o ressona-
bie disposition, smong those who eare for the
public eredit, not o be eaptions  aboud
dewnils. It is the opunon of the Committes,
and of some well informed bankers, that bouds
bearing ouly 3 per cent interest can be placed
nexlt yenr At o par, and the Seeretnry of the
Lreasury will undoubtedly do bis best to mueke
the measure effective il it passes in that fou.
But there is another feature of the matter
whieh Congress seows to overlook. The fund-
ing bill may lake snch w form as te cause
gtariling changes in the volume of the paper
currency, Dy mere imudvertence, Congross
may eanse o violent and rupul contraction for
which scareely any member would Knowingly
vole.

The paper currency now consists of legal-

tender notes, of which no more can be issued |

withont bad faith; of National bunk mnotes,
based upon deposits of United Statea bonds;
aud of silver certificates which can be ssned,
only in exchevge for silver coin deposited,
and arve less generally aceeptable in wse than
the legal-tenders or the bauk notes, The vol-
ume of bank emrculation ean be expanded only
by the deposit of additional bonds, aud  will
be eontracted whenever it pays betier to sell
the bonds aud loan the proceeds directly than
to rewain the circanlation based upon the de-
posit of bonds, Nearly $200,000,000 of five
anid wix per cent bonds, of the classes which
become redeemable next year, are now on
deposit as security for bank circulation, If
new bonds ean be sold, those now on deposit
will be retired, and the pending bill pro-
vides ¢

sperion 5. From and after the 1af day of July, 1851,
tne three per centum bundsauthorized by the firet section
of this a0l ehul! be the only bunds hereafter receivable
as geonrity for Naitonal bauk eireilation.

The object of this provision, evidently, is
to press the banks to subseribe for the new
bonds, If the estimate prevailing in Con-
gress, as to the great value of National
bank cireulation, were even approximately
correet, the provision might have the desirad
effeet without other legislation, and without
cansing any sertoug diminniion in the bank
eirenlation. But the official reports of Con-
troller Knox have clearly demonstrated  that
the prevailing notion m regard to the wvalue
of ewrculation 8 far fromn correet, Ie has
ghown that, if all the bouds deposite! for
cirenlation were four per cents, and if the
rute at which money ecould be loaned in the
ointswde market were not higher than 6 per
cent, the eutire profits of a National bavk on
ite capital invested in seeuring  circulation
would be only 1.7 per ceut. This is but a
glender margin to compensate for all the re-
struints and incouveniences of the Nauoual
gystem. But if the rate obtainable for money
in the outside market is 8 per cent, as it is
now in Chicago, 8t. Lows aud many Western

lnt Alnbama, who has been nominated by the

citios, while 1n regions more remote from
monotary centres it is usually still higher,
Mr. Knox shows that the profit on circulution
protected by four per cent bonds would be
only 1.3 per cent.

The pending bill contemplates the future
use of three instead of four per cent bonils us a
basis for cireulation. Thix would make the
profit just 1 per cent less than it appears fn
the calculations of the Coutroller. When
money can be loaned at 6 per cent, the profit
on circulation uoder the pending bill would
be only seven-tenths of 1 per cont yearly.
When money can be loaned at 8 per cent, as
it can in the greater part of the Western and
Southern States, the profit on circulation
under the pending bill would be only three-
tenths of 1 per cent yearly. It is the belief
of nearly all competent fnancicrs that profits
g0 very small would not induce the banks to
retain their present circulation. If mot, th
ffect might be a sudden and violent
contraction of the circulation, possibly even
to the extent of the whole amount now
covered by the $209,000,000 bonds about to
become redeemable.

Morcover, this section of the bill prevents
any future wuse of four or four
and a  half per cent bonds in  ob-
taining new circulation, Banks or individ-
uals pow holding sach bonds, who might be
disposed to use them in any case of sovere
giringency in the markets us a basis for ob-
taining new or additional bank circulation,
woulll be prevented by the passage of the
pending bill,  Evormous contraction might
resull, while the present safegoard sgaivst
any disustrous contraction—the power of any
holders of bonds to organize a  bauk
and take ont new cireulation—would be
tuken  away. It mny be supposed
that  YThe gilver eertifieates  might  be
jssued in place of the bank notes retired.  Bul,
apart from the unfitness of these noles for a
larie @irenlation, there is the difficulty that
they ean be issued ouly in exchange for silver
coin deposited, and the amount of such coin
now held by the people is small. Nor can it
be inceeased more than about $2,000,000 per
month with the preseut capucity of the mints.
Before July 1, 1851, only about 12,000,000
cin be added to the silver coin now avail-
able: there are only $21,000,000 standard
dollars in the Treasury against whieh certifi-
cates hnve not alvendy been issusd, and only
a part of the silver now in the hands of the
people would be deposited for that purpose.
This would by no mesns take the place of
$188,000,000 of bank cirenlation, pow sge-
ecnred by bonds alfout to become redeemable,
which might be suvtendered  withio  six
monthis,

Secrctary Sherman earcfully gaarded against
this danger in nis recommendations, He pro-
posed that the National bauks, in lien of the
reduetion in profit on eivenlution, should have
thetr taxes on eapitul and deposits removed.
This wonld place them in about the same

imn
position, with a erreulation based on three per
crnt bonds, as they were supposed to ocenyy
in the computations of Controtler Knox, with
aeirentition based on four percent bonds, Thelr
direet profits ou cirenlation would be smail,
bai, their expeoses bemng reduced, they wondid
muoke abont as muck as il Lhe prodit on
cirenlation were from 1.3 1.7 per eent.
Wil this feature, there was no daneer that
the plan of Mr. Sherman would cause sudden
or violent eoutrnetion of the cirenlaticn, but
no eorresponding  provision the
plans of the Committer of Ways amd Meons,
It would be a gravy Conrgre <8
act npon the funding Lill, in s present form,
without fally constderiag tin conse-
qu nees as to the supply of carrcocy.
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4 SOUTHERN JUDGE,

A vooancey upon (be Supreme Bench ol the
Uisiided States Los just ocerred by the rotire-
went of Justice Stong, snd ons or ©we wore
are likely to happen withio a tew weeks, A very
vropel suggestion nade 1 the Sonihern news-
papers thut o ool these vacancies shoubd be filied
{ram tle South, hns been acted upon by t 1-}
Pro<dest.  The Staes lying south of (he
Poromae and tho Olio bave now but s siugie
repieattitative in we tribunal of et e —
Justice Nurian, of Kentueky, whore pesidence

Lim almost a8 mach wikh
A Jutdige fuw il with

aand busan

at Louisville wdentilies
the Novtl: as the
the soetul coadition, loeal laws,
terests ol the seetion of Lhe
rebetlion will be o valyable acquisition th the |

Souih.
i -

Union lately in

Suprcme Beweh,  People in the riiv will
readily concede that the claim v Oles 1
from the Sonth is jusl, aud should he heedad by
the Sanate as it bas been by the Poes dent. But

8 oappointeca are can-
able Tor them io hear objec-

whoeo mames of
vugacd It 15 nol ngr
tions arged against cortaio eminent jurisis ou the
ground that they were not boaro m the sonth, ai-
though they have long resided in that seetion and
nri :hn"ln];_'llly conversant wiil s .'lil‘. th-
tiee Field was not born m Cahfosronin, bat no one
complatned when he was appointed that he was
not a proper represcotative of the Pacitie
coast, Jasice oliller is not o vative of lows,
but he iz none the logs peconnted an Town mau,
W iy suould it be insisted that Southern bicth is
casentinl 10 entitle n Judge 1o sccepliance ns s
Sonthern man Y

Take, for inatance, the case of Judge Woods,

President for Justice sStrong's place. He has
been for o lowg time on 1be beneh of the
United States Cirenit Courl, and ms promotion

to the Supreme DBench  was very naiuradly
sugeested when the last vocancy was filled.
He hus lived fifteen yemrs at the Sooth,

nol vounting the four years he spent there in
the Unton Army. Bat he was born in Olio,
and the Bouthern newspapers insist that he is
not a southerd man.  We wonld like 1o ask a
plain question. 1s not their real ohjection to
bim and others of bis elass the fact that they
are Repnblicans?  After holding Court  for
wany years in o a  cirenit embracing  six
States, it is fuir to presume that Judge Woods
knows more abont Soathern matters thao eithor
of the Judges of mere loeal experience who were
urged by the Bouthern papers. His ability ia
not disputed. Why, thou, was theve such a gen-
eral oppostion to his sppointment? Lo it not
becaus the Bonrbon Democruts who eontrol (he
orgoans of public opinion 1n the South hoped to
get u man on the Supreme Beuch who would
represent Southern  theovies ol government 7
—becguse they Kkunew that, while Judge
Woods, through s whole life at vhe Nortii,
vehement and  leading  Demoerat,
yot  their  rebellion  made  bim first  a
Var Demoerat, then a soldier, sand then,
through that nataral gate, o Republican 1
1o they pot want a Judge who will venscert tie
ol horesy of State Rights, hold thut the clee-
tion laws ate unconsiiiutional, apd nint at grave
doubts about the valudity of the Xillth, X1Vih
and XVih Amendwments? I thoy do, they
are likely to be disappointed.  We trust that
the President will seleet no one for the prospec-
tive vaeancies belonging o the old school
c¢f  Southern jurists. They are all  tine-
tured with State Bupremacy uoticos.  lhe
pew men puat upon the bench should be

was o

strongly identified with the priociples of

navionality
pricolesy fruits of a twenty yeard' struggle. Wo
want no Judges whose faces ure turned toward
the past an* who are still fumbling in the ashes
of constitutional theories that were burned up
in the fierce lame of battle. ‘I'he President has
begun we!l, and we hope to seo him continue to

the end.

A DUNDREARY REFORM.

The task our Democratic reformers have set
themselves is to reform the Demoeratic dog
go that in future the dog shall not waggle the
tail, but the teil shall waggle the dog. The
harmless part of the dog is to keep the bark-
ing and biting end in subjection. It is a very
well meaning proposal, but there are reasons
for doubting its entire success. Chief of these is
that the dog is the heavier of the two; he always
has wuggled the tail, and probably always
will. Take out the large cities of the North,
and the Northern wing of the Democratic
party would collupse, Tuke out from the large
cities the low wards, the ignoraut and crim-
‘nal clusses, and the party would disappear.
The heavy end of the party 18 the burking and
biting part ; the end that needs reforming ; that
supports Bosses ; that contnbuntes most to the
corruption of politics ; that requires to be kept
in subjection, The respectable gentlemen
who are so assiduously devoting themselves
to Dundreary methods of reform are a very
gmall and insignificant winonity—the harmless
tail of the dog. The heavy end of the animal
has alwiys wagglod the tail ; and the latter, so far
from rebelling, or even remonstrating aguinst
it, has glwayas consented to foliow, and seemed
rather proud of the assoctation. It has guiv-
erved with joy at the capture of a bone by the
heavy end, or compiacently permitted itself to
be tneked when driven out of soft warm
places,

Bt the dog hias had hard lnek of late. He
lLias been driven out trom eomfortable places;
hns been dissppointed in buteher’s meat that
he played all sorts of tricks and rolled over
in much mud to get, and has lost severa
old bones that had not  been  quite
gnawed  bare. 8o now, to change  the
luck, it is proposed fo reverso the dog;
tp get him on tail first, and héreafter
have the tail wagele the dog. It is to
be done by means of resolutions and pream-
bles and articles of nssocintion and eonstitn-
tions and by-laws, and a general reorgunizi-
tion of the dog, by which the order of nature
is to be reveoraed. The dog happens just now
to be very sore amil a good deal bedraggled.
fle betrays his presence only by an ocea 1onal
yelp of pain, and is not disposed (o be ac-
tive. The tail, however, seems to e, consil-
ering the cirenmetanees, untsially demon-
strative, and is all in a flntter over the Dun-
dreary plan, under which it is hereafter to
lead, aml control, and wa v the  dog.
There are, in faet, two tils, one at the
Bronswick and the other at the Young Men's
Club in Twenty=-fomth-st; bat they bive a
commeon purpose, and, W necessary, will splice
(hemselves together, the great t! = hieing to
vatablish the precedenes, priovity and waggling
power of the tail over the dog. Imagine the
Demoerney of the eity emntying itaelf ont
from the halls and elabs, the sinms, the gin-
mills, dives and dens, and mossing to the
nimber of a  hundreed nnder the
leadershin of o madicid reapeciable cilizens
to purily The dog, with a reform
basner tied to his perpendicnlir tal, plunging
storn foremost into the fray for butcher's meit
and bones !

It won't do, geatlemen, The dog end is too
heavy for vou.  You ean’t him by
elunzing him end Tor end, and you can't de-
coive the p lirst
andd pretending that this small ornnmental nnd

thioand

olities!

eioim

ople by going at them tail

it just belund s enrs.
DE LESSEPS'S CANAL PROJECT,

Nathing bas ocenrred to change the utti-
uf American  public  toward the
Pauanma scheme stnee Ferdinand de Lesseps
visited this conntry. A good desl of admor-
tion 15 felt for the pluek he has shown
pushing the project Forwied, and there 18 gome
¢ snervss in inducing the money-

fiie e

surprise af b

bemilors of Eavopeau  eities (o back bim up
with contideuce nnd eash, The valid oljeerions
ureed last sprivg from the point of view of

the effect the ennal will have upen Amercan
Lorde now
¢ Thompson

inteiests possess, hawever, vo less
than then, The fact that See
hus agreed to accept the Presidency of the
Amwerean Commitier puts no new  feee upon
the muatter.  Mr. Thompson ecannot comuit
either the Government or the people of the
United Rtates to o friendly attitade toward
Indeed, tis eonnection with

the enterprise.

it, however much its significance muy be
exaggerated  in Eoarope, means  nothing
here. When he enters upon  his  duties

as Presidint of the Commitice he will oc-
cupy only the position of a private citizon cn-
gaged in a business undertaking, and the faet
of his former econneetion  with the Cabioet
will go for nothing more than an assarauee of
his integrity and business capacity,  Whatever
influenee he may exert with the Administia-
tion 1 caze he enters al once upon his pew
position will not be prolonged beyond the
4th of March, when a new President and a
new Cabinet ¢ome in, M. de Lesseps 13 to be
congratnlated upon the acquisition of so excel-
lent # coadjntor, but he mwust not expeet thal
the poliey of this Government is going to be
changed by anythivg Mr. Thompson will do.
Roon  after the new President innugu-
rated the position of the Government toward
the canal will undonbtedly be definod, It
will burdly be one of open hostility Lo its con-
straction. The United States of Ameriea ecan-
pot well take the position that the United
Stites of Colombin shall not permit an asso-
cintion of eapitalists to dig a ship channel
across an isthmus owned Ly the latter coun-
try, We have not asked permission to con-
stiuct the canal ourselves, and it would be
chuclish to say that nobiody else shall con-
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struct it, What we ean say, lbowever,
apd  what we will be entirely  jus-
tifled  in saying, I8 that the canal, when

completed, will work such o grave change in
our relations to the naval powers ol the
world that we are bound by tife imperative
cousideration of  the safely of our Pavific
Const to exervise such control over it as will
prevent the passuge of the flects of any Na-
tion with which, we may bo at war. 16 i8 not
our policy to rsupport such vast and costly
paval armaments a8 are kept attoat by Lng-

land, Franee, Germany ond  Spain. I
we had no means  of  elosiog the canal
ngninst  an enemy,  bhowever,  we should

be obliged to clunge our policy aud build

flets of tho strongest naval power. Other-
wise we would find our Western consts, from
Sun Diego up to Sitka, exposed to attack
within a few weeks after the breaking out of
hostilities with any country that can keep &
formidable squadron in the West Indies. We
have a right to defend ourselves ngainst any
scheme, however mentorious commercially,
that seriously weakens our offensive and de=
fensive capacity as a war-making power. Con-
sequently it 18 onr right to prescribe such
measure of control over the eanal on our parb
a8 we may judge necessary to our salely.

But it will be said that the ueutrality of the
canal is to be guaranteed by the Earopean
Powers. 'This is all very well, but who shall
guarantee the guarantors 1 The paper promises
of diplomats seldom stand the strain of war
or resist the pressure of a great national temp-
tation. What has bocome of the guarantee that
the Danish portion of Schleswig should be re=
turned to Denmark T Were there not plenty
of guarantees of the independence of

Honover and  Nassau  when  Prossia
annexed those States? Had not Great
Britain  fully recognized the independ-

ence of the Transvaal Republic which she
swallowed a fow months ago with no more
compuuctions than & hungry man feels when
swullowing an oyster 7 Suppose the canal
open and a sudden quarrel to arise between
the United States and Spain; what is to pre-
vent Spain from sending o dozen irouelads
through the Isthmus to bombard ounr Califor-
nin townsi Perhaps M, de Lesseps's super-
intendent wonld stand at the canul entrance
and rend the neatrality guarantee to the Span-
ish adwiral, or perhaps a ragged Colombian
brigadier with a eorporal's guard would pro-
test ; but what good would all that do us
after onr towns had been buroed and our
shipping destroyed 1

If the Isthmus Canal is opened it may be-
come the duty of thiz Government, lookiug
to the safety of its great interests and posses-
s10us on the Pacifie, to insist on aequiring from
Colombia the tervitory throngh which it runs,
in order to be able to fortify its mouths and
control its operations in time of war. Such
prospective action as this need not be much
disenssed now, but 1t is only fair to the en-
terprising projectors of  the caual that we
should give them a hint as to the possib lities
of the future. They must not think that
Secretary  Thompson is goiug to put the
ghrewd Yankee Nation to sleep while De Les-
seps digs bis big tide-water diteh.

THEOBELISK AND THE PARK COMMISSION.

So long as Mr. Wenman was elothed with
power to devastate the Pablie Parks, recurely
wsolent in bis belief that Tammuny wos omui-
putent and perhaps eternal, it was dangetous
to mske any protest ngainst his acts of vaudal-
ism. Any a;peal made to him by people of in-
tollizence amd taste would of itselt sufhee to
make im more stubboin in s wsensate 6pPo-
gitionf to thelr wishios, When the entire city re-
volted against the proposal to set up the obelisk
ona ereen kooll in the Park, Mr. Wenmnn's
churacteristio deliveraneo was: ® Whereas the
« donor of (he transportativn of the monolith is
wuaid to favor its erect on on the mound, there-
fore Ishull vote to have it placed there,” Of
eotrse o conshleration like this could be en-
tertained by the owneis of the Park, It mizht
he allowed to mitigate their hostility to the
scheme,  But Mr, Wenman, a8 president of the
Park Connnission, intrusted with the duty of
swvite the prople'z pleasore grouad and
prokceiing it against intrusion, was the one man
who had no business to lisien to, or Le swayed
Ly, suclan greument,  “Lhis formal decdaration
12 disregard for the righis of the
iy this avowed determination of Mr. Wen-

in

haviless minority contiols the end that barks | pan to nse bis power a8 trusiee against the in-

1 bites, and woggiea it nt W 1. Leadeis | tepests ol the peojle wio 1|.|i1l him for Lis ser-
don'h nuke parties vor reorgaume  them; | vices, will probably stand as the low-water
narties  ehoose loador, and ot their | mark of the taithlessness awd  degradation
pleasuee ol them.  You gentlemen who | which an official presumably  responsible can
ame  Dbusyisg yourscives with  this & hewe | peach.  In precisely the s:one spicir, Mo, Wien-
oneht to know thas you mve ondy the tail, and | muan otdered a oolle row of elmg choppedd
thuk yvou ean neither chanye vor e ceal the l down, beeruse o Twmmany man, wheo thought
noinee of the dog, Nor can you wagele Lim, [ the drives in the Park were ieant Tor a trotting
| There 1 b ong way (o feivim that  kind ol | Course, wredd i ghat the trees wore in the
doe. nnd that 18 to—eat off his tail. Awd vut | way of his carriage when he swung in irom

Filth-ave.

Bud Mr. Wenman has been piteliforked back
into private hite, and Me. Wales is pow a re-
sponsible Park Comnissionet—responsible not
{or the mistakes of hig predecessors and of the
past, bt for his own action and the fuiure, I
the rights have been sacritieed by
illozieal votes, why should they not be restored
v thit be justified Ly reazond
Everybody Kurows that the artistie significance
of the ohelisk will be loz6 i itis set up ou n
tionud sod sarronaded by a fenee, ke a monu-
wint e a gravevard lot. On the coutrary, the
full meaning of the obelisk as a work of art will
he bronght oul with emplasis if & s plaved in
the vestibule of the Fifth-uve. entrance to the
Pack 3 whitle as & memento of Egyptian culture,
as a monogiaph of primitive literatuce, it
would most appropriately front the Scholar’s
Gate. Tf placod 1 Mr. Wenman's site it has no
arepitectural relition to the Museam of Art, and
the Park itsell wall be disfigured by having one
of its eminences shaved oft, ita treca chopped
down, its turh dug away, and its soft green lawn
divided by hard lines of gravel. Mr. Wales is
on record against this barbarism.  So is Mr.
Lene. 2o is Mr. Green. Al these gentlemen
favor tue plaza site ; and it Me. Conover does
uot, he stands deiving the popular will in
mnjestie isolation, Why, then, shonld not the
reorganized Park Commission rescind a resoln-
tion which outraged popular opinion, and re-
geind it at once? Here is o flagrant instance of
offivinl misdemennor, fortunalely nat consum-
mated, amd here 15 8 conspicuons opportunity
for n Comurission which represents the people
to prove how ample is its power for progress
andd retorm.

It is generally nnderstood that Mr, Vanderbilt
is the gentlemnn to whose liberality the city is
indebied tor the monolith, It can readily be
seen why he should feel a delicney about ox-
presang any desire to bave the work set up so
pear his own residence.  But the modest con-
cealment of his genvcrosity should  the more
powerlully incling the Commission to this
net of justice toward him and the eity, 1t the
obelisk 18 misplaced, it will one day be re-
moved, as Tue Twsexe has already given
notice. It will pay the eity better to pesume
the eost now than it will to walt a year, as in
the ense ol the Seott statue, or bwo years, us in
the case of the Morse statue, which were bath
replanted after they had been set up where
they did not belong, The trestle and all its
parnphernalin will ultimately bs needed to (ake
the abelisk ro the pliza. Why not use thom
now ! Can any friend of the Pariks saggest a
more pppropriste plan tor signalizing and com-
memorating the downtall of Wenman 1

oo le's

viles can

The letter from Mr. Arelibald Forbes, which we
printed the other day, opened an 1nteresting branch
of war Hterature—the histones of caunon, eto,, caps
tured and recaptnred, and the geoealogy, if it may
bo so eulled, of these changes, Mr, Forbes found at
the Nowburg Washington's Headguarters a gun
tnken from the British oy Yorktown whioh is des
seribed in the catalogue of relics us “Britisl bronze,”

at war; ao that it mnat bave been captured either
from the Frenoh directly, or from the Americans be-
fore it was surrendered at Yorktown. The gan was
three years old at the time of that surreuder, and
must bave changed hands during that time thres,
and perhaps four, times. Mr, Forbos says he know#
“no parallel of vicissitnde so swift.” The nearest sp-
proach to it is made by two incidents in the war of
1812, 'Tue point is a curions and interesting one.
In illostrating it Mr. FPorbes showed a close
kuowledes of the military movements of the Revo-
Iutionary War, which proved that * the groat war
correspondent” is at home all the world over,

The Demoerats ﬁmm; have scored another
back-down.

Mr: Bicknell, who has charge of the Morgan
Connt-out Resolution, is a discrest man, He acts on
the waxim that ** be who fights and rans away way

live to fight another day.” He ran off to his com=
mittes-room with the resolution so fast that his
mure bellizerent Démocratic colleagues were nna

to grab Lis coat-tails,

It 18 reported from Washington that * several
patriotic Southern gentlemen who supported Hane
cock are now eantionsly endeavoring to enlist ree
cruits for a new party with the time-honored name
of Whig inseribiud on its banner,” From what gravoes
vard do these patriotic gentlemen come? erh
they dou't know it, but they mnst have been de
for a auarter of a century, Only dead men would
want to resurrect a dead party. There are live
principles and questions enough to engage the st
tention of this generation without going back to the
tombstones of the past.

1f John Kelly wants to compose his mind in time
to enjoy the holiday season he bad better not read

the Demoeratic newspapers, Every whiffet is snaps
ping and sparling at the disabled bulldog.

Do Loaseps was shrewd in capturing & member
of Mr, Haves's cabinet, but it 18 not to be wondered
at that Mr, Hayes does not enjoy the performance.

The term of Colleetor Tyler, of Buffulo, like thoss
of o number of important officials in this Stalo, ex-
pires before that of Presideni Hayes, and the ques-
tion whether these places are to be filled by the
present Admimistration or the new one is exciting
some interest. Collestor Tyler's friends make o
good showing for bim. With an inerease in the
reecipts of neggly 50 per cent over thoso of last
year, they clum® the imerease in expenses has been
eqs than one-tenth of 1 per cent,

Benator Pendleton eau reter to good anthority for
lis plan to give Cabinet Ministers seata in the
Honge, General Garfielid advoeated it in 8 mag-
azine articla two or three yvears ago,

It Fitz Jolin Porter were not a Democrat how
many Democratic Scnators would be found voting
toput him back into the Army? Perhavs Mr,
Ihurman will answer this conundrom.

“What conrse shonld the Bouth pnrsne ! isa
question muel discussed jnst now by the Seuthern
newspapers. Here 14 an soswer to which they are

wolcome : Work more, talk less and obey the Con-
stitution and luws of the country.

.

Advice to Democratte Cougressmen: Adjourn
parly, and take a long holiday recess, Yon will need
to brace up tor o finsl back-down, There are the elee-
tiom Lyw, von remember. and the marshal's salaries,
1ts dreeadinlly nopleasant, bt f'nlt'm wnt to wilt
oiee wore belore the 4th of Mareh, Bu: then you're
sl to it, you koow,

Wade Humpton savs he did not mean to hint 2l a
dnel when he wiote to Joho Sherman that s wd

dross was' Columbia, 8. C. Tue explanation is
rathier lute, but then it is so lame that b coulil nog
be expected to ges aronml tn better fime,

"That was a rove and solemn occasion in 2 Wash-
imiton church the other doy when De la Maiyre
prenched, and Weaver led the singiug. The wor-
whitppers woat have thonzht they were assisting at
the funeral of the Grsenback party.

Will Bluekharn please rise up once more and ene
liven the procecdings nt Woshington a little? They
are dreadlully duoll.

Goneral Moorliead, of Fiowsbnryg, s the latest addi-
tivn to the list of candwdntes for the Penusylvania
3 orship.  There are many aspitanis for the
" hut of only one van it be satd that hischanoes
stendily Grow.

THE DRAMA,
e e,
THE BAYKER'S DAUGHTER REVIVED.

At the Union Square Theates last night, Mr
Brovson Howards tamliar and popialar comedy of
the ** Banler’s Dangltor ™ was azain brooght for-
ward, after a consuderalle absence from this stugs,
‘This piees Las found voeommon favor thronghons
the conntry, and the inlercues is wuirantable thas
it containg wany of the clements which please the
uvernge taste. It has never :Il!;lrf--wl s 0s l.‘iil'.u'z:l]
sotind in the logie o its cousiraciion, nors, in &
large sonae, aa pietorially reproseutative of manuers,
por as either powerfal m s grasp or brilliant in its
treatment of the thewo of beclouded mutriwony ;
vt the valae of some of ita sitwations is not to be

dispted, At several points, particalacly toward
e close, it ottaing to pathes; and i
s to  be eommended for the practical

ulility of ita moral lesson,  1ts revival, upon whieh
we can uow beatow only o passing word of coms
moent, was efleeted ander bright and anspiuous eir-
cumstauces, nid was recoived with lively interest
andd nrany expressions of favor by quite o numwerons
assemblage, ‘Uhe seenery en ploved in this instance
was foutid aecordant with the custom of this theairs
in being limndsome, tasteinl and appropriate. The
cast of parta s given below, Mr. Thorne was re.
cotved with suthnsisstie plandits, and similar marks
of kindly recotlection and publie good-will were ex-
tendad to several othier old  favornites, reapparent in
charactors long ago sssocited with thelr names,
namely, Miss Jewell, Miss Harrison aud Me. St
dard.
CABT.

wassesLhaM B Thorne, ir.

Jotin Streholow
John Parselle.
J. 1. St

Laurenea Wasth
Mr. Bablasge,
The Connt ae Caral
G, Washingtou Pulpps

2 SBraddand,

L Freil de Beltovi e,
) xen Fawoott,
ceessne W I Lo Moymé,
Walien Ramsey.
H. W. Man'gomery.
<ML B Daly.
W, B Quigiey.
~Miss Sara Jewelt.
Alas Maui Harrison.

M frown.... .
Hareld Rontledge
M, Montviilads.
bir. Watson
Jorrold
LAl

Florene Vi eent Brown..

ru. Fanny Holeom! Mra. K. J. Phallips.
Linside tsa. Sarah Cuwell,
Natalie. L Little Kva French,

DRAMATIU NOTES,

Salviui repeated last alght, at Booth's Thoatra,
s impersonation of Othello ; and that stalwart and
baleful animal ideal was sgain sev forth with tre-
mendona foree and received with correapondents
sympathy, *Hamlet” will be uudertaken on
Friday.

Mary Anderson, at the Fifth Aveunue Theatre,
after theee repetitions of Fradne, chavges this eveo-
tog to Parthenia, in ** Ingemas”

TTPERSONAL.

Mossrs, Cornelins Vanderbilt and Angnstas Jay
are staying ot Nice,

Queen Vietoria is oxpocted to pass through Paris
on nor way  Germany i Febroary.

Senator Wailace sava that on retiring from the
Seuate he will again take np bis law practice.

M. de Losseps says that he is raising all the money
ho can to invest it in Panama shares for Muwe, do
Lesseps and their eight Little children,

Mr. Gladstona has been visiting the Pricoce of
Wales at SBandriughum, and, by the Prinee’s especial
desire, tead the lessons at mornmg prayers,

Mis, Harriet Prescott Spoftord will not, it is re-
ported, spend this winter in Washington, ber
literary engagements being too absorbing.

Mr. Thomas Carlyle, who has just passad his
eighty-fifth birthday, is feeble, yef in wuch betier
Liealth than recent roports would indioate,

Twool General Garfisld's sons ars to enter Will=
wms Colloge next year, One is seventeen, the othee
fifteen, and both are said to be bright and intells
gent,

Lord Beaeonsfiald is recorded as snying ouee upon
a time in the House of Commons that ** Irish meis=
bors were too mueh in the halat of clanking theie
chinius ob rising to speak.”

Literary men will bo interested in remombering
that Mr. Goorge Otto Trevelyan, the biogeapher of
Macaulay and Fox, now ocenpies the Admiralty
chair onee tilled by SBamuel Pepys.

General Gacfleld is doserined as resting  quietly
among o Montor snow-drifts, reading tho ohiel




